BLEACHING, PRINTING, AND DYEING

Colour Preparation.

In the preparation of colour each works has a staff of
chemists who are constantly experimenting with a view
to securing more brilliant or faster colours. The colour
shop contains a number of open copper-jacketed pans of
various capacity. They are double cased, the outer
cavity being heated by steam or cooled by water as
required. Each pan is fitted with geared stirrers. Here
the colours are prepared and thickened to the pasty
consistency necessary. The majority of colours are
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FIG. 72.  STENTER OR STRETCHING MACHINE
derived from coal-tar. The two mordants, red and black
liquor, are very largely used by calico printers in what
is called the dyed or madder style, one of the oldest and
most important of the various styles of calico printing,
In this style the thickened mordants are first printed on,
then dried, aged, dunged, and dyed with alizarine, or
other acid colouring matter. Before they can be printed,
mordants have first to be made into what are technically
called "colours." In other words, they have to be made
into a kind of paste by means of some thickening matter,
as starch, gum, etc. These colours are not necessarily
coloured substances, though they do usually contain some
kind of colouring. This, however, is only for the purpose
of sightening, so that the printer may be able to see his